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Bénédicte de Foucand
urned her delightful hobby,
into a passion to be shared
with flower lovers from all
i over the world.
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ABOVE
& vigw on Chiteau de Sourches
st before sunrie; irside § .
that the Peony Consz

Detail of some Globe of Light penn

OPPOSIT
A wiew of inside the moat, from above.

Tat and chairs are dotted thr
the Conservateine, where guests are wel
tn rest and enjoy the beautiful fi

s Mag) Ave 2020

ve Comrservadorre de e Pleoine
{ Peony Conservatory) is the only
place in the world where a angle
floral family, the Paconiaceae, cohabits;
shrubs, herbaceous plants, intersscting
hybrids amd botanical species all thrive

harmoniouwshy.

The idea sprouted in 2003, an idea
beiween Bénedicte and (hree girllriends
on a trip to Amsterdam. It was her job
as an anligues dealer, :|]w:|:.r5. o the
hent foe rare and historical pieces, that
inspired her o conserve her Givorile
flewer. Saddened oo see precions varie-
tics neglected and oven bost, she wed
i protect as many a5 possible.
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GARDENS of Framee

Her home al the grandiose Chitea de
Sourchies affered o fine backdrop for her
peony garden. Located 25 km west of
Le Mans, this noo-classical masterpiece
holds an important place in French his
tory. Designed in 1756 by Gabriel de
Lestrade for the Marquis of Sourches.
Grand Provost of France (Head of the
Kirg’s Armies), it is one of the country’
few larger castles preservid in its origi-
nal state.

The Conservatory hegan with "Madame
de Verneville”, 2 white and pinky-cream
layered peony, and with the help of tradd
ere across the world - Canada, America,
Tussia, Estonia, Japan, New Zealand and
England (to name a few) - her coll=ction
hlossomed.

The peonies were originally planted
around the park, but after losing many
floners to the park’s wild boar and deer,
in 2009 it was moved to the deep and
sizeable casile moat to protect them
from destruction.

ABOVE
A group ol fuchsiz-red
“Anamonificra Subra” peones.

RIGHT
A bougquet of seweral peonies
from the Sourches collection.
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The land around the castle moat
wuts arduously prepared
before planting could begin.
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Over 2 500 peonies
have been planted
at Sourches, including
the ruffled “Ruth Cobb”

variety.




GARDENS of Faace

Bénédicte commissions
artists te paint her flowers,
Each limited-edition print

is available for sale.
“Prince Troubetzkor™
by F. Vadon.
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2 2012, afler one of her friends quipped
that she was greedy in keeping all this
Sezuty to hersell, Bénédicte decided to
spen her collecton to the public. “wWe
apencd officially in 2005, My friend was
saghit, neial about e, but about seeimg how
muach people appreciate the combination
of the colors, lowers and the place itself.
They feel like they're somewhere unigue,
and I'm glad 1o ghare it!” Bénddicte says.

Accompanying her efforts in the garden,
Bénedicte has written a serics of books
s further her conservation efforts aml
kmowledge of the flower. Her third vol-
wme will be published in 2020, focusing
om French peoaiy breeders. In addition,
she commissions artists to immaortal-
e her Sourches peoiies ina series of
Emited-edition watercolors, available to
purchase online and af the Chdtean.

Today, over 2532 peonies have heen
planted a1 Sourches, from rare and old to
mew breeds, Benedicte continaes o collect
them. thanks to the huge space available
o hier. Around the moat, on the terrace,
in the polager. ..

For Bénedicte, “the most important
thing is the fulure” Her passion and
determination to conserve the peony is
beautifio] im ils intention amd execution.
An undeniable floral wonderland.

TOR

Bénédicte at work, tending 1o her peoery
garden; 3 small boudguet

ol "My, G Hemerik " peonies,

inside the chateau.

LEFT

Desagned in V756 tor the Marquis

of Sourches, this mec-tlasiical chataai
is beautifidlly preserved in its original
candition.
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